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(L-R) Discussing K-64: Hickory Public Schools Superinten-
dent, Dr. Robbie Adell, County Commissioner Chair, Randall
Isenhower and County Manager, Mick Berry

Catawba Commissioners Vote
YES for K-64!

During the January 17 meeting of the Catawba County
Board of Commissioners, the K-64 Resolution was pre-
sented by County Manager, Mick Berry and County At-
torney, Debra Bechtel.

“We’ve been bringing this together for quite some time,”
said Berry, as he addressed the crowd in Newton’s histor-
ic courthouse.

“It takes a lot of great work collaborating as a team. The
three school systems, Catawba County Schools, Hickory
Public Schools and Newton Conover City Schools — along
with Catawba Valley Community College (CVCC), have
exemplified ‘success on steroids’ as they made this a
county-wide approach,” said Berry.

“Every student in the county will have access to technolo-
gy, soft skills, employer engagement, and opportunities
with local employers who have footprints all over the
world,” said Berry. “The leaders in these efforts are clear-
ly a united team, combining education with the Catawba
County Economic Development Corporation, the Catawba
County Chamber of Commerce and the Catawba County
government. There’s also a host of collaborative commu-
nity businesses bringing the K-64 Resolution to fruition.”

A critical first step, according to Berry, is to leverage the
private funds and to anticipate the public kick-off.

Dr. Garrett Hinshaw, president of CVCC, stated that K-
64 proves the existence of collaborative unity in Cataw-
ba County. “We are working together—and building
partnerships. This effort will assure that every child has
an opportunity for their future,” said Hinshaw.

According to Dr. Robbie Adell, superintendent of Hick-
ory Public Schools, implementing K-64 in the educa-
tion of all students in Catawba County will change this
county’s landscape -- forever. “K-64 will reduce the
poverty in our community. We will send more kids to
college. We will have greater success in helping our
English-as-Second Language (ESL) students,” said Ad-
ell. “I thank the County Commissioners for their con-
sideration and voting for the future of our children.”

Additional speakers following Dr. Adell included Dr.
David Stegall, NCCS superintendent, Dr. Matt Stover,
CCS superintendent, Dr. Garrett Hinshaw, president of
CVCC, Scott Millar, president, Catawba County Eco-
nomic Development Corporation, and Lindsay Keisler,
interim president, Catawba County Chamber of Com-
merce.

During the presentation by Dr. Stover, the County
Commissioners were provided with technical devices
for a session in virtual reality (viewing images of a
school) using Google Expedition.

The next steps, said Bechtel, will include meeting with
the current participating partners and review the resolu-
tion and bylaws as we work to fulfill the goals of the
county’s economic development and education.

The K-64 Resolution was then presented by Commis-
sioner Chairman, Randall Isenhower, for a vote. Com-
missioner, Sherry Butler made the motion and the vote
for the K-64 Resolution was unanimously passed by the
Catawba County Board of Commissioners which also
include Vice-Chair - Barbara Beatty, Kitty Barnes and
Dan Hunsucker.

In closing, Commissioner Isenhower shared his enthusi-
asm for the K-64 Resolution. “I want to thank everyone
who has been involved in the research and preparation.
A significant amount of funds will go into K-64, but I
believe this will be a success as it will be run by the
people of Catawba County—collaborating for the fu-
ture,” said Isenhower. “What great partners we have
and I have great confidence in the success of K-64.”



Hickory Public Schools Superintendent Robbie Addell

Private or Public

ike many people in public educa-
tion on Tuesday, Adell tentatively

watched the confirmation hear-
ings of DeVos.

“When I think of choice, really what
we're talking about is privatizing
schools,” he said. “For me, I just go
back to my own childhood. I'm a true
believer in public education. I think it
serves its purpose. I do think as with
any organization as large as public
school systems across the country, that
you're going to have problems.”

Addell said schools are reflections of
their communities.

“We have to stop a lot of times what
we're doing and deal with social issues
that may not necessarily have anything
to do with the curriculum, and regard-
less of whether you're in a private
school or a charter school, you're going
to end up having the same issues,” Adell
said.

He does think there’s room for im-
provement in public education and
points out the pressure systems are
under because they are generally one
of the biggest expenditures of state and
local governments.

“When you spend a lot of money, you
become critical, but I also think we
have a lot of backseat drivers when it
comes to the conversation about public
education,” Adell said. “Everybody
seems to be an authority on it, whether
they work in the business or not.”

Cost of Privatization

During the 2014-15 school year, North
Carolina spent an average of $5,634
per student, which was 67.9 percent
of the per-student expenditure in the
state, according to ncpublicschools.
org. The federal government spent $635
and local funds averaged $2,027 per
student.

Education continues to represent the
largest portion of the budget for Ca-
tawba County, with 44.6 cents of every
property and sales tax dollar allocated
for instructional costs and capital needs
of the three public school systems and
Catawba Valley Community College, ac-
cording to figures released in May in the
Catawba County budget overview.

For fiscal year 2016-17, Catawba
County increased its funding from
$1,483 to $1,540 per student. There are
24,020 students enrolled this school
year in three school systems. The
budget also planned for future student
growth by setting aside $435,000 to be
used future capital needs.

It’s the distribution of such large

& .

The article on the left was featured in the
Hickory Daily Record—as superintendents
were asked to weigh-in on the nomination
of Betsy DeVos as Secretary of Education.
HPS Superintendent, Dr. Robbie Adell,
shared his support of public schools.

ROBERT C. REED/HICKORY DAILY RECORD
Hickory Public Schools Superintendent
Robbie Adell hopes the country continues
to support public education because of how
encompassing it is for all students.

amounts of funds that worries Adell
the most when privatization comes up
in any conversation concerning school
choice.

“I truly believe if the privatization of
public education gains momentum and
we see it going in that direction and we
start losing kids, I think from a national
standpoint, what were going to see is
a lot of backseat drivers dealing with
privatization at that point,” he said.
“People will become more infused and
more critical with what's going on in
those arenas than us because of them
taking our students.”

Specifically, Adell sees educational
jobs taking a hit if privatization,
through the use of the Opportunity
Scholarship, pulls more resources from
public school systems. The program
provides funding up to $4,200 per year,
per eligible child, to attend participat-
ing non-public schools.

“Sixty percent or more of a public
education budget is all about employ-
ment of people,” Adell said. “Say you
lose 100 kids at $8,000 a pop; that’s go-
ing to mean teaching jobs; that'’s going
to mean administrative jobs, It could
be devastating if we have that kind of
migration towards privatization.”

Regardless of how the confirmation
process ends for DeVos, Adell said he
hopes the country continues to sup-
port public education because of how
encompassing it is for all students.

“We don't turn kids away at our door
for any reason and we move them
academically, socially and emotionally
as quickly as we possibly can,” he said.
“I can't say that is true of some of the
other models out there because some of
those are more selective and we're not.

“I think it’s a value to our kids and our
community. ... I love it.”

Smiling Faces
of Oakwood!




Sbmitted by Lindee Parsons At Northview Middle School,
we learn through doing.
We do COMPUTER work.
We do INDIVIDUAL work.
We do LIFE work.
We do FRIENDSHIPS.

We do FIELD TRIPS.
We do FIERCE
COMPETITION.

Promoting
Effort.

Pursuing
Integrity.
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